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Working Group Report
A community meeting took place on November 22,
2015 at Tonari Gumi with Bishop Skelton of the Diocese of New Westminster. Bishop Skelton, along with
Archbishop Greg Kerr Wilson, signed the June 15,
2015 apology to Japanese Canadians for the abuse
to young Japanese Canadian boys mostly, committed
by past Anglican minister Gordon Goichi Nakayama.
Other Anglican Church representatives at the meeting were Peter Elliott, Dean of Christ Church Cathedral and Father Daebin Im of Holy Cross Japanese
Canadian Anglican Church.
Bishop Skelton opened with her thoughts about the
apology. Midway through saying it she felt it was missing a feeling of connection with the people. She understood that people who attended the event also felt
the same. She was glad for this opportunity now to
speak directly with community members.

ents. Other factors in maintaining
secrecy were racism, the internment, and cultural attitudes about
bringing shame upon families and
community. But the first priority
remains the survivors who should
have been protected, acknowledged and supported.

Interview with Bishop Melissa Skelton

follow up community meeting.
Bishop Skelton expressed that
truth needed to be shared before
reconciliation and she is willing to
participate in follow up community
meetings.
Current actions by the church to
support reconciliation include:

Participants asked what happens • Uploading the filmed apology
to the families of survivors? Is there
on internet as soon as possible
an intergenerational effect? Bishso it can better reach the public.
op Skelton and participants expressed concern about the young- • Looking into rescinding tributes

Bishop Skelton has zero tolerance regarding abuse.
She and Peter Elliott acknowledged the attitude of
the church in past times – keeping these matters
under cover was not unusual. Authorities were not
compelled to act first in support of victims. Examples
are the residential school abuse, and other situations where abusing people in trusted roles were not
brought to justice. Bishop Skelton talked about current ways the church ensured abuse by church clergy
and other personnel is prevented – e.g., there are police checks on all, a mandatory sexual abuse course,
protocols in place to immediately report and respond
to a concern, additional training every five years.
Peter Elliott referred to a past situation which indicated collusion between the church and heads of the
JC congregation at Holy Cross. In 1979 a delegation
went to the Bishop to ensure Mr. Nakayama was not
allowed to have a formal role because of his abuse,
but the delegation also sought the bishop’s secrecy
about Mr. Nakayama’s abuse. The bishop complied.
Participants asked aloud who was supporting the
survivors? Did the bishop keep any record of the
meeting with the HC delegation? A participant said
her sister wrote to the head of the Anglican church in
1951 about her family’s knowledge of Mr. Nakayama’s
sexual abuse of a young family friend. She wondered
what happened as there was no response from the
church. Bishop Skelton said this could be researched
if she could know the name of the person who wrote
the letter.
Working group members said some first generation parents did not protect or support their survivor
children. Language barriers between generations
and Mr. Nakayama’s significant influence upon parents through language, culture, and his authority as
a priest, all played a role in suppressing innocent
children. Some children may have kept the abuse
to themselves so they would not worry their par-

I

24 月報 The Bulletin

Over the past several years, the Japanese Canadian
community has had to come to terms with the open
acknowledgment of sexual abuse perpetrated by the
late Goichi Gordon Nakayama, past minister of the
Anglican Church, primarily against Japanese Canadian boys. On June 15 of this year, the Right Reverend
Melissa Skelton, Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster and the Right Reverend Gregory Kerr-Wilson,
Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary, presented a formal
apology to members of the Japanese Canadian Community affected by the sexual abuse perpetrated by
Mr. Nakayama over the course of 50 years, and withheld from the public for 20 more. The apology was instigated by members of a community working group
that was formed with the aim of publicly revealing the
truth, facilitating the apology, and offering support to
survivors and their families.
On November 22, Bishop Skelton, along with Dean
Peter Elliott of Christ Church Cathedral and Father Daebin Im, Minister at Vancouver’s Holy Cross
Church, met with community members at Tonari Gumi
to follow up and to look at what meaningful action
can be taken to facilitate healing.

Interview: Right Reverend Melissa Skelton

er generations in survivor families.
Working group members noted
there is commitment between the
group and church to offer support
to survivor families.
If the working group had not approached the church, would the
church have initiated a process
of reaching out to community and
survivors? Calgary diocese files
were sealed and there was no
response to a community inquiry
in 2006 about Mr. Nakayama’s
abuse. Peter Elliott said the reason today’s working group and
the church have been able to work
together on opening up about
the abuse, seeking apology and
reaching out to survivors,families
and community is because the Nakayama family made apology on
their father’s behalf and supported
this to go ahead.

to Mr. Nakayama. For example, a
cherry tree planted at St. Martin’s
Church in North Vancouver remains an unacceptable symbol
of tribute for one survivor family.
The Diocese will be following up
about the tree and looking into
removing any plaques, and other commemorations to him.
• Looking into making Mr. Nakayama’s letter of apology public.
When survivor families, friends,
community are ready, other appropriate reconciliation actions
can be considered and brought
to the table.

Because it is important to support
community members to attend future meetings with Bishop Skelton,
there needs to be ample notice in
The Bulletin about the next meeting. The bishop agreed it should
be called in late February to early
Toward the end of the meeting, March.
plans were discussed to have a

Bishop Skelton, before we talk about the apology
and the follow up, I’d like to ask you a little about
yourself and your experiences. You grew up in the
Southern United States, the grandchild of sharecroppers, and your parents were sympathetic to
the Civil Rights movement during a time of great
racial strife. You yourself came to the Church relatively late in life, the single mother of a child with
serious health issues. I’m curious how your experiences have shaped your perspective as Bishop of
New Westminster.
I believe my family’s humble background and my
daughter’s illness and death have helped me empathize with those who don’t have much and with those
who never had a chance. On a good day, this empathy actually lives within me and shapes my actions.
On a bad day, I forget where I came from and who I
am, and that is a bad forgetting, indeed! The more I’m
in the role of Bishop, the more I believe that a sense
of kinship with the downtrodden, the humble and the
weak is essential to the role.
Bishop Skelton, you and Bishop Kerr-Wilson read
the apology on behalf of the the Church, but of
course you have your own feelings toward both
Mr. Nakayama’s crimes and the responsibilities
of the church in dealing with them. Can you talk

I believe that we are still very much in a time of trying to recover the
truth of what happened. We all need more time together and more
opportunities to speak. I and others from the Church stand ready
to hear any stories from survivors and their families or from others
about the effect of the abuse on them and on their communities.
about what this process has meant for you, from a personal point of
view?
I deeply respect those who crafted the apology and the painstaking process that led to its public reading. At the same time, during the reading
of the apology, I found myself wishing that I could have some time to
express my own grief for what happened to the children and families
damaged by Mr. Nakayama’s criminal actions. As a priest of the Church,
I know something about how destructive sexual abuse can be to those
who suffer it and to their families. I am outraged that this abuse of innocents happened, and I offer to continue walking the path of healing
with any who have been directly or indirectly affected by Mr. Nakayama’s
actions.
The issue of sexual abuse, particularly when perpetrated against
children, is by nature a difficult subject, but the time for keeping it
in the shadows is past. The June apology has been put forth as the
beginning of a healing process – do you see signs of that healing? Is
it something that is even possible to see?
I believe that we are still very much in a time of trying to recover the truth
of what happened. We all need more time together and more opportunities to speak. I and others from the Church stand ready to hear any
stories from survivors and their families or from others about the effect
of the abuse on them and on their communities. In my recent experience with the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, what
I’ve learned is that the truth of a person’s experience must come before
reconciliation or healing can occur.
continued on page 35
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CrossCurrents continued

Special Announcements
The Nikkei Youth Athletics Bursary aims to support and encourage youth engagement
in their community and the building of healthy communities through athletics

Apply Today!

NIKKEI YOUTH ATHLETICS BURSARY
> Questions? Contact Nikkei Place Foundation:
604-777-2122 | gifts@nikkeiplace.org |

We at Nikkei Place Foundation are
pleased to announce the
Nikkei Youth Athletics Bursary
of $1,000 will be awarded for the
first time in 2016! This bursary
has been made possible through a
generous donation by the
Nikkei Hockey Program.
> Visit nikkeiplacefoundation.org
for more information & apply today!

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA
AT N I K K E I N AT I O N A L M U S E U M & C U LT U R A L C E N T R E

November 2, 2015 — January 8, 2016

Thank you to all our donors!
Every year during the holiday season, we set up beautifully decorated
Christmas trees and wreaths to display in Nikkei Centre’s Ellipse Lobby that
are available for sponsorship.
We greatly appreciate all the support we have received!
All sponsorships will be helping the Nikkei Museum preserve and pass on
Nikkei history and culture to our future generations.
Christmas Tree Sponsors:

Wreath Sponsor:
> Questions? Contact Nikkei Place Foundation: 604-777-2122 | gifts@nikkeiplace.org |
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conducted in English, Singapore’s main official language. As soon as the interview proper was over, the
press attaché opened up. “Dewa kokokara Nihongo
ni shimashōka (now, let’s do it in Japanese).” He was
definitely more fluent than when he was speaking
English. It turned out that previously, they had both
worked at the Korean Embassy In Tokyo. Idle chatter
soon turned to the topic of after-work entertainment.
They said they would often go to a nightclub where,
after some drinks, they would ask the bar hostesses
out, saying: “Let’s go eat some ramen.” That was
when the commercial attaché sighed deeply: “A… natsukashii na….(Oh boy, I sure miss it…).” The reaction
was heck of a lot more interesting than his comments
about the construction project.
Also quite interesting was a recent article I read
about Mr Katsuhiro Kuroda, currently Sankei Shimbun’s contributing columnist abroad who has lived in
Seoul for well over 30 years, first as a student of Korean language and then as a foreign correspondent.
His various comments are both right on the mark and
unique in perspective, so allow me to pick out a few.
As stimulating and interesting life in Korea has been
for him, why doesn’t he ever get tired of it? Mr Kuroda explained by using a word he invented – idōkan [
異同感] which translates as “a sense of being different AND the same.”
“It seems different but is actually the same, and it
seems similar and dissimilar at the same time,” he
says. Then there is food and beverage culture. Where
there used to be so-called “Japanese-type [nisshiki]”
restaurants that served, for example, sashimi with
kim chi (pickled cabbage), there are now more and
more authentic Japanese restaurants. In the past,
the media would be up in arms if restaurants should
use Japanese-language signs and menus. Nowadays the trend is for restaurants to put up signs and
show menus in hiragana.
At such places, people would enjoy anti-Japanese
programs on TV as they quaff glasses of beer. In the
past, American and European brands were the most
popular, but now Japanese beers are their overwhelming favorite.
Recently, one student was enraged when he discovered the “dreaded” Asahi mark on the paper that
wrapped his sushi. So he protested vehemently to
the shop where he bought it, and made them change
their wrapping paper. The media hailed him as a “
patriotic young man.” But of course, he ate the sushi.
Mr Kuroda points out that “in Korea today, anti-Japanese (hannichi) does not necessarily mean the same
as dislike of Japan (nihongirai).”

Here in Vancouver, I chat casually
from time to time with a South Korean couple who run a store in my
neighborhood. We seem to get
along fine despite the deterioration of government-to-government relations between our two
nations in recent times, because I
think we both understand the spirit of “let’s keep politics out of it.”
As well, Mr R, an English-language
student from Tokyo who stayed
with us earlier this year, was always hanging out with Korean students, playing basketball and soccer and going out to restaurants.
He was a happy-go-lucky “jock”
type with a passion for lacrosse.
It seemed they weren’t concerned
about the issues between their

governments in the slightest,
and Mr R’s English of course improved. Among our readers, too,
there must those who are broadminded and happy-go-lucky, who
are enjoying friendships with people who “happen to be” Korean.
In closing, let me thank all you
readers who “happen to be” Nikkei, ijūsha, Koreans from Japan,
hakujin (please look this up if you
don’t know), emigrants from parts
of Europe and, hopefully, from Africa, South America and the Caribbean too. Thanks for putting up
with me this year. Please have a
Merry Christmas, happy Rosh Hashana and Oshōgatsu and a terrific 2016. (Warning: I may strike
again.)

Bishop Skelton continued
There is of course a lot of stigma and shame associated with being the victim of sexual abuse. Have any of Mr. Nakayama’s victims
come forth, and if so, are step being taken to help them?
I have been contacted by one person (not someone from the Japanese
Canadian community) whom I invited to meet with me and share his
story. While he was grateful that I acknowledged his communication,
he did not want to meet. He did let me know that his healing had come
through sharing his story with his wife of many years. I was very grateful
that he had such a loving wife, someone who was able to hear about his
traumatic experience and to comfort him.
What did you take away from the November 22 meeting?
First and foremost, I took away a much greater connection to the Japanese Canadian community and to the pain that many are carrying about
Mr. Nakayama’s sexual abuse of children. Secondly, I took away a sense
that I, along with others from the Diocese of New Westminster, will be
working together with the Committee from the Japanese Canadian community on continuing to meet to ask questions and to express ourselves
about what has happened. Finally, I took away that this same group will
be working together to identify and work on specific actions that could
be experienced as “gestures of reconciliation.”
Is there anything you’d like to add?
I want to thank all those who have been involved in the apology and in
all the efforts of truth-telling to date. I know that this has been very hard
work for everyone involved, and I want to encourage us all, both in the
Anglican Church and in the Japanese Canadian community, to continue
to meet, to listen to each other, and to seek ways forward in the healing
process.
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Wishing you a deliciously decadent
Christmas and a Happy New Year
From the distributors of Kokuho Rose

